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American Government
1.(Chapter 9) Is it possible for a third party to emerge in the United States? If so, why has there been no success to date? 
Yes, it is possible. Third parties, like the Libertarian and the Green Parties, have been formed in US history. Still, challenges such as financial factors and the two philosophies of the Revolutionary war would hold back the third party. The absolute majority rule also makes it hard for the third-party candidate to win as it works with the winner to take it to rule. The history of the US proves this as there have been other parties, although they failed and had to join either the Democrats or the Republicans. Federalists drafted the US constitution and fought for a centralized republic, while the antifederalists fought for state equality and independence (Krutz & Waskiewicz, 2019). The two-party system began with the splitting of the Democratic-Republican party, and have since dominated US politics. 
2.(Chapter 7) In what ways is voting your party identifications an informed choice? In what way is it lazy?
Voters choose their parties under the influence of various reasons. Selecting a party identification as an informed choice, which means that the voter understands its stand, mission, and vision. The voter is well informed on the party's agendas and can fight for the party's plans with facts. The choice becomes a lazy choice when voters choose their party identifications just because their friends or family members has chosen it. This means that that voter who uses the lazy option in party identification has little or no knowledge about the party of their choice. It is always free and fair to choose the party without being influenced.
3.(Chapter 7) How do Political Parties influence the state's primary system? 
Political parties in the US allows the state's leadership to have candidates with different philosophies and ideologies. This influences the state's primary system by preventing the administration of any single party from taking control of the legislative chamber without any challenge (Krutz & Waskiewicz, 2019). The state's power is shared according to the proportional representation of the two parties. This influences the state system as different views and ideas from the other parties are tabled, promoting different ideologies. The parties also allow the voters to vote in the most preferred candidate based on the agendas and visions. This makes the leadership of the state more substantial and more public-friendly.
4.(Chapter 8) In what ways do the media protect people from a tyrannical government? 
Research shows that one person who read news from the media normally shares it with friends. The media creates different narratives on the government, and with an oppressive government, the media can protect the citizens by providing information on the government operations (Krutz & Waskiewicz, 2019). This means that the public can learn how the government operates as the media coverage exposes different government scandals. The media makes the government accountable as they get some fear due to the investigative results by the media. It also creates political and leadership debating forums, which helps in informing the public about the government. All this works towards saving the public from a tyrannical government as the it becomes responsible for its operations, and it also has a direct impact on the success of candidates.
5.(Chapter 10) What benefits do private and public interests bring to society? What are some disadvantages of private and public goods? (all one question) 
Interest groups are the formal associations that influence the decision-making of the government and also influence public policies. They work towards incorporating their welfares into the government. They are formed as membership organizations or companies where the members voluntarily renew their membership. The private and public interests promote general public concerns like human rights and environmental protection, and allow the public to access private and public goods (Krutz & Waskiewicz, 2019). One of the main disadvantages of private and public interests is underfunding and underproduction of public goods. The scarce goods in the country also have a disadvantage of unfairness in distribution where the distribution favors the elites.
6.(Chapter 8) Why did Franklin D. Roosevelt's fireside chats help the president enact his policies? 
Roosevelt applied the use of fireside chats in his governance as president. These were media addresses that he used to explain policies to the public and fight any rumors that might be going around. He used this to address and work on the American citizens' concerns and fears while updating and informing them on the government operations and procedures (Krutz & Waskiewicz, 2019). This helped him run his projects effectively, like providing relief to the unemployed and the farmers as his government recovered the country's economy. He also became the pioneer of most major regulatory reforms in the finance, labor, and communications department. This also helped him to end prohibition in the country. The fireside chats helped Roosevelt to reassure the public and to boost their confidence in him on the steps taken towards economic recovery.
7.(Chapter 10) What does group participation provide to citizens? 
Interest groups are the primary pathways to public participation in governance as it incorporates civic engagement in governance. The groups can easily influence the public policies installed in place by the government. Some groups become large movements with proper organization, and this forces the government to incorporate their ideologies. The group always works as a bridge that links the individuals and the government, allowing them to participate in creating public policies (Krutz & Waskiewicz, 2019). The citizens efficiently receive updates on the programs in place and policies installed by the government. This is possible as the groups closely monitor the government's plan and can question the programs. This is evident and so effective when it comes to monitoring the implementation of the law. The leaders of the groups can overcome collective action problems.
8.(Chapter 8) How does framing or priming affect the way a reader or viewer thinks about an issue? 
Framing is how the media presents information, whereas priming is what information is delivered or presented. This always has a significant impact on the way the readers think and view issues. Framing creates narratives that help readers understand issues, which affects the way the readers process the story. Episodic structure occurs when the media focus on specific areas rather than the whole story. The media are choosing to explain an issue in the perspective of all the solutions being put in place, which results in positivity on the issue, contrary to how they focus on how the opposing issues have increased rapidly. The main focus of media delivery as applied in priming also has a significant effect, as it predisposes the viewer and gives them a specific perspective on the issue. An example is where the media chooses a cover photo that shows displaced people in their headlines. This corrupts the reader, and even if the measures have been taken by the government to help, the reader already generates a negative mentality towards the government.
9. (Chapter 9) Why were the early political parties formed? 
The elites were the people who actively participated in American politics. After the revolutionary war, different philosophies were formed, and this brought division among the people. The federalists advocated for a centralized republic, and they drafted the US constitution, whereas the antifederalists fought for independence and equality of the states (Krutz & Waskiewicz, 2019). The federals and the anti-federals produced their leaders who had different ideologies. To combine the doctrines of the Americans, they formed a joint party which they named the Democratic-Republican Party. Different ideologies between the Democrats and the Republicans increased the rift between the two, which led to the formation of two parties. The republican party fought for specific issues, whereas the democratic party fought for personal politics. The two parties remained the dominant parties for a long time, but later, there was the formation of third parties. The difference in governance ideologies mostly brought about the construction of these parties.
10.(Chapter 9) what are the positives and negatives of partisan polarization? 
Partisan polarization is where there is divergence in ideologies in politics. In the American two-party system, one party threatens the other through their identities and ideologies (Krutz & Waskiewicz, 2019). Their political party defines the stands or the beliefs of individuals in a country with partisan polarization. The partisan is the committed individual who gives loyalty to a specific party and fully supports the party's policy. Partisan polarization evolves from inequality amongst social groups or individuals, and it helps as people can effectively focus on the operations of a government. One of the significant advantages of partisan polarization is that the citizens get different choices to choose from the options in place. There is also a significant disadvantage because the moderates who do not take sides or act neutral do not vote. The polarization essentially happens because it is hard for the moderates to win elections.
11.(Chapter 7) Do physical characteristics (looks) matter when voters assess candidates? If so, how? 
Yes. The physical looks of aspirants affect their results in elections. The good-looking ones always have an added advantage over their competitors. This is constant and is applied to both males and females. Uninformed voters mostly fall into the trick of voting in the nice-looking aspirants. Another reason that makes them gather more votes is that they look persuasive and more competent. Laying eyes on good-looking politicians always sounds friendly to voters and makes them feel that they have made the best choice. An example of this is in the 2008 American presidential race. Barrack Obama slightly defeated John McCain due to his physical impressions of engaging hand gestures and his sweetly deep voice.
12.Political Parties; A healthy forum for our democracy or divisive wedge of animosity. Are the development and growth of political parties and the power they yield on our governmental institutions and elections a healthy and normal by-product of a society with many different interests and philosophies? Does the polarization of citizens into political parties injure our society's beloved institutions? 
Political parties play a significant role in the democracy of a society. Although they bring about some disadvantages, such as creating divisions amongst citizens, they are more advantageous. They bring about genuine competition in politics and governance. The parties seek public policy priorities and fight for similar aims held by the party members (Krutz & Waskiewicz, 2019). They also enlighten the members and the public on how the government bodies work, and they push for demands from the crowd, which as a result, are turned into policies. They encourage the public to participate in opinions and government decisions, as they act as mediators between the people and the government. This makes the citizens get directly involved in the operations of the government. The parties also help identify the best candidates to run for office, which increases the level of expertise in public offices. 
13.(You may find some supporting information in Chapter 10) Interest groups - always harmful to a democratic society. Are interest groups good or bad for democracy? Share your thoughts. I have often read and watched political attack ads where the narrator or author suggests that "Candidate "A" works with interests' groups while our Candidate "Z" will only work with and for the people of our District!!!" Is that a fair criticism, even if true? Isn't working with interest groups sometimes a wise idea?
Interest groups affect society and governance in various ways. They are harmful such that they work in favor of the most active voices in the community. It is more advantageous to have interest groups as compared to a society without them. The groups promote freedom of expression where people can join unions and share their ideologies, and then the group's fight for better public policies (Krutz & Waskiewicz, 2019). This improves and fights for democratic processes as new perspectives can be explored, which helps to balance governance. The interest groups can identify usable platforms which they can use to facilitate any changes they advocate for, which brings fairness in leadership. Information access is also guaranteed, and the public can easily lobby the government even if its success rate is low. Working with interest groups is a wise idea as it becomes easy to apply the interests of the public in governance.




Reference
Krutz, G., & Waskiewicz, S. (2019). American Government 2e. OpenStax.


[bookmark: __DdeLink__67_2672745244]
